Future directions in pediatric epileptology.
Rapid developments in several areas of epileptology alter or clarify concepts and bring new hope to epileptic patients and their associates. Brief discussions of such advances comprise this report. Experimental and clinical data concerning the pathogenesis of cognitive impairment in some epileptic conditions are reviewed. Epidemiologic studies have altered some long-held concepts concerning etiology of seizures in early life. Molecular genetic studies have disclosed abnormalities in some of the epilepsies: a genetic predisposition to epilepsy may explain why some patients with cortical lesions develop seizures and others do not. It is suggested that many questions regarding surgery in pediatric epilepsy will be resolved only by more reliable techniques of case selection and follow-up. Practitioners in developed countries must realize how rudimentary is the care given to the unfortunate many with seizure disorders in less advantaged areas.